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Ladies and Gentlemen, 


I have pleasure in submitting the Annual Report 
on the health of the District for the year 1968. 


The vital statistics compare most favourably 
with the national figures - only the infant mortality rate was worse 
and this by two per 1000 live births. In fact to improve on this 


figure only one infant death must occur during a year. The only 


conclusion to be drawn from these statistics is that during 1968, 


Blackrod was a healthy area to live in. 


It is regretted that nb progress can be reported 
in regard to any practical development in the re-sewering of this 
District and for it's subsequent treatment at the Horwich Works. 


stgenC 
This seems to call for the most)implementation. 


Once again I am much indebted to the help and 
co-operation of Mr. Wood and my other colleagues, and of course, to 


the support and understanding of the Committee. 


Yours faithfully, 
EK. TAYLOR, 


Medical Officer of Health. 
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STATISTICS AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF HE ARTA 


Area in acres wa aie ote ana aie ne 4h ee aie 2,392.4 acres 
Population Census 1961 See Ni einac ssc). akehwmunaiet ig OOO 
Population Estimated mid 1968 .. ae ie ae ie ge) ADO 

Number of inhabited dwellings at end of 1958 .. aie oe 14585 
Rateable Value .. -* oe 5 tr as os oe oe £120,302 

Sum represented by a penny rate AO ae. EAGL 


Social conditions — No material change. 


BIRTHS TOTAL Males Females 
Live Births 
Legitimate 99 A3 56 
Illegitimate 5B) - 3 
102 43 59 


iave birth rate per 1,000 .. eee Mee a nce auras etlaD 
Adjusted birth rate aed tees oe oe ae os ae ae 19.4 
Still Births: ; 

Legitinate 4 Nil 4 


Tlligitimate ‘ ‘ : 
1 - 1 


Still Birth rate per 1,000 total births .. ee oe oe 10 
Total Births: 102 Males: 43 Females: 59 
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DEATHS : 


Infant Deaths (under + year) Total Male 
Legitinate 2 | 
Illegitimate Mail. Dag 

a ae 


INFANT MORTALITY RATES: 


Total infant deaths per 1,000 total live births ,.. An a 
Legitimate infant deaths per 1,000 legitimate live births ,. 
Illegitimate infant deaths per 1,000 illegitimate live,births 
Neo=natal Mortality Rate per 1,000 live births .. ar = - 
Early neo-natal Mortality Rate per 1,000 live births ., a 
Perinatal Mortality Rate per 1,000 total births .. oe oe 
Mortality Rates per 1,000 estimated population :- 


Total Deaths (211 forms) 


Crude Rate ve se oe °° eo T.4 
Adjusted Rate “i oie aS oe es 9,8 
Respiratory T.B, os ee aa aie Nil 


Malignant Neoplasms etc, TS ee TCS 


CAUSES OF DEATH DURING 1968: Total Males 
Malignant Neoplasm, Lung, Bronchus 4 - 
Malignant Neoplasm, Breast 2 
Malignant Neoplasm, Stomach 4 4 
Other Malignent and Lymphatic Neoplasms 2 2 
Chronic Rheumatic Heart Disease 4 1 
Ischaemic Heart Disease 9 5 
Other Forms of Heart Disease 3 - 
Bronchitis and Emphysema 5 2 
Hypertensive Disease 2 2 
Cerebrovascular Disease 4 | 
Peptic Ulcer 4 4 
Birth Injury, Difficult Labour etc, 2 1 
Motor Vehicle Accidents 2 2 
Suicide & Self inflicted injuries 1 4 
All other external causes 1 - 
35 19 


Transferable Deaths included in the above. 
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IVERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICTS FOR THA ARMA. 


Ambulance Service Tel: Swinton 


Care of Children - Children Act 19A€ 


Children's Committee, Lancashire County Council 


h 


heee Chitdren's Officer = 3. A, Poster Psq,, 


Ashfield Park Drive, Standish, wel: Standish 3147, 
Clinics: 
the Ante Natal and Post Natal 
164 New Street, Blackrod: 
Thursdays, Friday afternoon, 
ee Diphtheria, Whooping Cough and Poliomyelitis and Small Pox 
Imaunisation. 
164 New Street, Blackrod: 
1st and 3rd Tuesday in month - 1,30.p.m. -— 3.30 p.m. 
Ba Child Welfare: 
164 New Street, Blackrod Doctor present 
ist and 3rd Thursday in month 2-4 p,n. 
ist and 3rd Tuesday in month 1-30 -— 3-30 p.m. 
4. Ophthalmic : 
school Health Clinics: Jones Street, Horwich By 
Market St. Westhoughton. )appointment 
5 Orthopaedic: 
School Health Clinics: Jones Street, Horwich ) By 
Market St, Westhoughton. )appointment 
Gis Tuberculosis Dispensary and Chest Clinic: 
Dankeyostoseah x xamnomxkx Civic Centre, Bolton. 
ts Venereal Disease: 


i) Civic Centre - Bolton: 
Males - Monday to Friday - 9-30 a.m. to 12,30 pn. 
Mon, ,Wed., Friday- 4-30 p,m. to 7-00 p.m. 


Females: 
Tues.,Thurs., Sat: 9-30 a.m. to 11#30 a.m. 
Mon, ,Wed.,Friday : 4-30 p,m. to 7-00 p.m. 
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9. 


10. 


11. 


12. 


136 


14. 


15 


16, 


17. 


18. 


ii) Royal Albert Edward Infirmary, Wigar- 
Males - Friday : 2.30 p.m. to 6-40 p.m, 
Females - Wednesday : 2-00 p.m. to 6-09 p.m. 


Urgent Cases: Mon. to Fri.: 9-00 a.m, to 5-00 p.m, 
Saturday: 9-00 a.m. to i1-CO a.m. 
4-40 p.m. to 7-OU p.m. 
Convalesence: 
Under arrangements made by Lancashire County Gouncil - 
Apply: Divisional Health Office, Leigh Read, Leigh, 
Convalescent Treatments 


Under arrangements by the Resicnal Hospital Board. 


Health Visiting Services: 
Health Visitors School Nurses are emploved in the District 
by Lancashire County Council, 

Home Help Service: 
Under arrangements made by the Lanceshire County Council 
Apply: Divisional Health Office, Leigh Road. Leigh, 

Home Nursing Service: 
District Nurses are employed in the distritt by the 
Lancashire County Council. 

Hospital: 
Bolton Royal Infirmary: Bolton & District General Pospital; 
Farnworth: Royal Albert Edward infirmary, Wigans Chorley 
and District General Hospital. 

Laboratory Facilities: 


Regional Hospital Laboratories at Boiton and Wigan Infirmaries, 


Maternity Homes: 
Haslam, Havercroft and Heaton Grange Maternity Homes, Bolton. 
Bolton & District General Hospital and Billinge Hospital, 
Midwifery Service: 
Domiciliary Midwives employed by the Lancashire County Council 
practive in the district, 
Nursing Homes: 
Newlands Nursing Home - Bolton, 
Christopher Nursing Home - Wigan. 
Unmarried Mothers and Illigitimate Children: 


Provision for their care is made by the Lancashire County Council. 
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19. Council for Moral Welfare Works: 


Miss Rigby, 24 Acresfield, Bolton, Tels: Bolton 26524. 


20. Welfare Services: 


Under arrangements made by the Lancashire County Council, 
8 y 
opis, Davisaonal Health Office, Lelgh Road, Leigh. 


Residential accommodation at Atnerleigh Grange, 
Hourigan House, Leigh and Winifred kettle House, Westhoughton, 


21. X-Ray Faciiitiess 
Available at Eolton Royal Infirmary aid the Wigan Intirmary 


npecial Facilities for Chest X-Ray av the Hospital Board's 
Dispensaries and Chest Clinics, 
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SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THF ARBA 


Water Supply: The Urban District have their ow water undertaking 
and the supply is obtained from a catchment area of some 170 acres of 
land owned and controlied by the Council, 


The surface water and water from lana springs is stored in a 20 
million gallon impourding reservoir. The cutchment area is mainly moorland 
in character and is situated in the Horwich Urban District, 


The undertaking is adequate for the needs of the district at the 
present time, and bulk supnlies are provided to the Adlington Urben 
District and to the Makerfield Water Board, ALL hovses in the district 
are provided with water from public mains. 


A total of 19 samples of water have been taken for bacteriological 
examination, 


4 samples were taken from the raw water entering the Reservoir:~ 
2 of these were satisfactory; 2 were unsatisfactory. 


15 samples taken from the Distribution Mains, 15 cf which were 
satisfactory; | 


Continuous chlorination is carried out to the water as it enters 
into the supply mains at the Council's Reservoir. 


No restrictions on use of water were enforced during 196%. 


Drainage and Sewerage: 

fn additional 34 new dwellings have been connected into the sewer 
system and small extensions to the sewer system has been undervcke:. by 
the housing developers to enable the new dwellinesto be connected into 
the existing sewer network. 


Public Cleansing: There are 1786 refuse bins to be emptied cach 
week and a weekly collection has been maintained over the year with the 
exception of one week in July and September when the workmen has their 
annual holidays. Approximately 1800 tons of domestic refuse was collected 
and disposed of, 


Refuse bins for domestic properties are supplied by the Council as 
aa charge cn the rate fund. 


The refuse is disposed of by tipping in a disused mineral railway 
cutting which is being re-levelled and graded to adjoining field level, 


One refuse collecting vehicle of a dual tip type, having a 12 cu. 
yard body fitted, is sued for refuse collection and three loaders and one 
driver are regularly employed on this work, 


Sanitary Inspections, during the year some 81 complaints rclating 
to sanitary matters including refuse collection were received, Throughout 
the year, 753 premises were visited for all purposes, nine informal notices 
being served and four Statutory notices served. 
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Factories Acts 1961: In accordance with the provisions of Section 
153 (1) of the Factories Act 1961, the Medical Officcr of Health is required 
to report specifically on the administration of matters under part '1! and 
'8!t of this Act, which are administered by the District Council, 


INSPECTIONS for purposes of provisions as to health 
es eee Number on Written Occupiers 
Register Inspections Notices Prosecuted 
1) Factories in which Sections 1, 

2, 3, 4 and 6 are to be 
enforced by Local Authority - - - - 


2) Fadpries not included in (1) 
which Section 7 is enforced by 


Local Authority. ta ) - = 
3) Other premis cs in which Section 
7 is enforced by Local Authority - - - = 


PART  !8! On SEE Aer 


Shops: Shops were inspected under the Shops ..ct and 26 Inspections 
were carried out for this purpose. 


Offices, Shops and Railway Premises Act 1963. The followingntypes 
of premises have been registered under the above ict :- 


Class of Promises Number No. of persons Enployed 

Registered Male Fenale 
Offices 2 A 1 
Retail Shops 14 5 26 
Wholesale Departments 1 3 ~ 
Catering Establishments Z 8 15) 
Canteens ~ 


Fuel Storage Premises - 


1 
t 


TOTAL 20 


ees | 
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4s | 
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Uighteen premises have been visited and 28 inspections made for the 
purposes of the Act. 


Meuvox ol (ot Look Ro seers 
Mean th! tine taba axzotina *0. 
tosmod gorxtezt oi 


«O89 ,TORh tos ep lmeront. 
beoutezobebr odd #0 cles tthe 
uw arbor Wr acs toda a 


br Ss o. 
i 


* on i% teks er 4 
rigs RO SP ibe OL. ae 
= be a SOS Te 1 a LPs Gory eres et 
, : 
" mM, ~ 
‘ % cr 30: eee oe out 
’ org Ro aneogeey yot  SHOnROR 
, 
ba PCH 
fie ti ia ina , 
rah Ad , = Brat vats B 


f arto k?'oee@ r Hoda an aot 
oN : ad ot o4n_9 baa 3 
a — vo frcdsys inood ws 


(t) ot pode: ton @ 
hin A Seerotne af: ie vaca 


ah, eo SOR sctishe at ine, abdon 
a ‘ - in ee bdr 3 fede wW bee 


saacbialelialasdalaiel Deal mess ee 
Q aa hes } hs ae a 
oie: sa/itbionnihn elites ssailiedlalin areata Sond nea add ae Reh yer > 
¥ * 
poe 
") p 
mr) | aren ee fi ae ane 
AAD tia th Le us a Ly i 4 oy ne 
Neem Saree es Ton ee abel erupt: A i 
' . on Mic 


imoticoqenl. AS fan tol. egode aut Tobey het aaieecth ‘oraw eqoie- “¥ 
osogsey aldt 12 toe | 


noqy aatwolilel eft . .EOCh ta somiet yowd bast mata aod « 
~: ¢o. ewods oxi: modems honsne rans: eae 


oovolortt eansetog to .of < odie 
rat olam oe bout 

fh 

é 

~ E 


~ - 
ewer : lee 


Ce al 


a ar 


orl} =92 ebam anol? ovqenk 


Prevalance of, and Control over 


Infectious and other Diseases 


Diptheria, 
Encephalitis 
Erysipelas 
Malaria 


Measles 


Meningococal Infectious 
Paratyphoid Fever 
Pneumonia 
Poliomyelitis 

scarlet Fever 

small Pox 

Tuberculosis 

Typhoid Fever 

Whooping Cough 


Chicken Pox 


Jaundice 


eed 


No cases Notified 
No cases Notified 
No cases Notified 
No cases Notified 


9 cases were reported during 


the year 
Ages Qw1-2-3-4-5-10-15=25 
ie |: Si 


No cases Notified 
No cases Notified 
No cases Notified 
No cases Notified 
No casés Notified 
No cases Notified 
No cases Notified 
No cases Notified 


5 cases were reported during 
the year. 
AgZes On n2—3-4—5-10-15-15 
Bean 


1 case was reported during 
the year, 
Ages On1-2—321=5=-10—1 5 = 25 
| 


1 case was reported during 
the year. 
Ages 0-1-2-3-4-5-10-15=25 
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The Authority has taken no action wmder the Housing Act 1964 where 
Local Authorities can require owners to avail themselves of Improvement 
Grants. 


House Letting: Ten houses were re-let to tenants from the 
Council's Housing Waiting List, 


At the present time, there are 74 applicants on the Council's 
Housing Waiting List, of which 36 are at the present time residing outside 
the district. A8 applications for aged persons bungalows are also 
listed, 18 of which are from people residing outside the distriét, 
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HOUSING 


The Local Authority are not building any houses at the present 
moment, Re-housing tenants from unfit dwellings is being carried out as 
existing houses of the Council become vacant. 


Private Housing Development is maintaining a steady completion rate, 
there being 34 dwellings completed during the year, 


The following shows in detail the work carried out during the year 
under revicws- 


a) Inspection of dwelling houses - 
Number of houses inspected for defects ZN 
Number of inspections made 380 


Number of dwellings in which defects were remedied 10 


b) Slum Clearance - 
Number of Demolition Orders made 2 
Number of Unfit houses demolished 15) 
Number of families re-housed 6 
Number of Unfit houses closed - 
Number of Unfit houses made fit after determination 
of Closing Order - 
Improvement of older houses: The following table shows the extent 


of this work during 1968 


2) Improvement Grants: 


No applications for Improvenent Grants were received. 


b) Standerd Grants: 
No. of applications No. of applications No. of houses 
received approved improved 
Owner Tenanted Owner Tenanted Owner Tenanted 
Occupier Occupier Occupier 
3 - 3 ~ 5 - 


fimenities Provided 


Fixed Bath Wash Hand Basin Hot Water Supply Inside W.C. Food Store 
5 : 5) 4 5 y) 
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INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD 


Milk Supply: 54 samples of milk have been taken and submitted for 
bacteriological examination, 


54 semples submitted for Brucellosis - (ring test) 12 positive 
A2 negotive 


Re-sampling of individual cows in herd when positive results have been 
obtained from bulk samples and isolation of cows excreting Brucella and 
finally removal from herd after being identified, 


Food Hygiene: All shops and food preparing premises have been 
visited during the year. General conditions were found to be satisfactory 
and matters of detail on the Food Hygiene Regulations were discussed with the 
Occupier of the premises and it was not found necessary to institute 
proceedings, 


The following table shows the number and type selling food :- 


General Grocers and Provision Dealers 1 
Greengrocers and Fruiterers 

Fishmongers 

Meat Shops 

Bakers and Confectioners 

Fried Fish Shops 

Sweet Shops (including ice cream ond minerals) 
Licenced premises, Clubs, Cafes, Snack Bars 

and similar catering establishments iG) 


Nh Po 
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Food poisoning: No cases of food poisoning were notified during 
the year. 


Slaughterhouses - There are no slaughterhouses in use in the district 
all carcass meat being slaughtered outside the District, 
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Rodent Control: Complaints of rodents have been investigated and treatment 
carried out at the following premiscs. 
Type of Property. 
Non, Agricul tura. Agricul tural 
Dwelling Houses other 


Number of properties inspected after 


notification 15 - 6 
Number of properties found to be infested by Rats 4 - 

Mice 11 = a 
Number of properties treated 5) - 6 


several treatments at the Council's Refuse tip have been ccerried out, 
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